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PERISCOPE. 


hystero-epileptic attacks which came on in great numbers just 
before and during menstruation. In the intervals they were 
less frequent. She suffered also at these times from severe pain, 
in the loins, vomiting, retention of urine. General weakness, 
loss of appetite, constipation, restless sleep, and an anxious, 
state of mind were also complained of. 

She consulted a gynecologist, who made out a stenosis of the- 
external os, and dilated it. The dysmenorrhoea was relieved, but 
the convulsions continued, and even increased in frequency, so. 
that on account of them she entered the hospital. On admission 
she suffered from symptoms of mental depression, shooting pains 
in the head, pricking feelings in the hands. There was a high 
degree of contraction of the external os uteri. She had one or- 
more convulsive attacks nearly every day, and masturbated. 

The cervix was divided (Nov. 17), and several wedge-shaped 
pieces of cervix were removed. She had three more attacks 
only—the last on Dec. 10th, when normal menstruation came on. 
From Nov. 19th she suffered from dizziness, pain in the region of 
the bladder, besides her former symptoms described above. These 
ceased about Jan. 8th, when also some mental symptoms (delu¬ 
sions, suicidal ideas, etc.), which had come on Dec. 24th, also 
ceased. The patient was discharged well Jan. 23d, and up to the 
following September had remained so. 


The Spinal Cord in Health and Disease at the Region, 
of the Fourth and Fifth Dorsal Vertebrae {Lancet, July 12 
and Dec. 6, 1884).—Dr. Alexander Harkin, in two rather remarks 
able papers in the Lancet , has called attention to a spinal phe¬ 
nomenon, which, if his observations shall be corroborated, may 
prove to be of considerable practical value. Dr. H. claims to 
have found invariably “ in every case of hysteria, chorea, neuralgia, 
facial paralysis, and other neuroses in females, the coexistence of 
pronounced spinal tenderness on pressure over the fourth or fifth, 
more frequently the fourth and fifth, dorsal vertebrae ; with this 
practical result, the almost invariable and rapid cure of those 
maladies by remedies applied over those vertebrae alone.” At first 
he thought this tenderness a peculiarity of the female, but after¬ 
ward found it also occurred in males. And still further observa-- 
tion showed that it “ was in reality the normal condition of every 
healthy individual as well as of every age and class.” Of 131 female 
children and girls from six to sixteen years of age, inmates of the 
industrial schools, every one complained of acute pain when, 
tapped with the knuckles over the above-mentioned region, no¬ 
pain being mentioned when the remaining twenty-two spinous 
processes were similarly rapped. Nearly similar results were 
obtained with 35 women in the penitentiary, 31 boys in the 
Malone Reformatory, and 300 men, members of the Royal Irish 
Constabulary. Some compare the pain to an electric shock dif¬ 
fused over the chest and arms, and others to the tingling sensation 
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caused by a punch over the ulnar nerve. Among the ailments 
which yielded so rapidly to counter-irritation over this region were 
trigeminal neuralgia, chorea, facial paralysis, acute hysteria, dys- 
menorrhosa, the reflex vomiting, the neuralgic toothache, and the 
pruritus pudendi of pregnancy, gastralgia, and other neuroses. 
When vesication was employed all painful symptoms disappeared 
with the formation of the blister. 

In the second paper Dr. Harkin gives details of fourteen cases,, 
illustrating these different affections, in which cure was rapidly 
effected by blistering over the fourth and fifth dorsal vertebrae. 
Among others is reported a case of ozaena in a girl, which appar¬ 
ently was so severe as to make her “ unhappy and avoid society.”' 
A blister effected a cure. Dr. Harkin’s cures are so extraordinary 
that one would naturally call to mind the popular mind-cures of 
the day, were it not for the cautious manner in which his papers 
are written. 


Hypodermic Injection of Amyl Followed by Epileptiform 
Convulsions {Practitioner) .—Dr. Sidney Ringer has noticed the 
occasional action of nitrite of amyl upon the heart, and the strange 
effect sometimes produced upon the nervous centres. He says : 

“ I have seen one case where a woman immediately after a drop 
dose turned deadly pale, felt very giddy, and then became partially 
unconscious, remaining so for ten minutes.” And again: “A 
delicate woman, after ^ of a drop, went into a trance-like state.” 
In a case described by Dr. Strahan, a chronic maniac, aged fifty- 
three, had suffered for several days from severe lumbago ; a ten- 
minim dose of a ten-per-cent, solution of nitrite of amyl in recti¬ 
fied spirits was injected hypodermically. “ Immediately after the 
injection the pain disappeared. He got up from the bed, and at 
my request stooped and touched the floor with his fingers. In, as. 
nearly as could be guessed, about a minute and a half he suddenly 
became deadly pale, and sank back upon the bed.” Then his 
head (bald), face, and neck became congested, and he was strongly 
convulsed for about half a minute. The convulsions affected the 
face and arms strongly, the legs slightly. The teeth were ground,. 1 
and the breathing was suspended. In a few minutes, after coming, 
out of this fit, he was attacked by a second one, during which the 
heart’s action became very faint. He was made to inhale some 
chloroform, and the fits did not return. The lumbago entirely 
disappeared. This observation is interesting, as inhalations of 
nitrite of amyl have been recommended, both in this country and 
in Italy, to check the recurrence of epileptic convulsions.— Jour¬ 
nal of Mental Science, July, 1884. [Weir-Mitchell first recom¬ 
mended nitrite of amyl in epilepsy after successfully controlling by 
it an obstinate case of continuous convulsions which resisted every¬ 
thing else.] 



